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Totale 21141
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Execution-Date Notification and Suicide Prevention: A Critical Ex-

amination of Japanese Death-Row Policy

This research note examines the practice of notifying death-row in-
mates of their execution date, a practice commonly justified in Japan
as a measure to prevent suicide.

It aims to clarify the analytical perspectives and type of information
necessary to assess the rationale of this practice. Recognizing that
the relationship between notification and suicide is not one of simple
causality, the study reviews findings from research on prison sui-
cide, which emphasize the interaction between individual vulnerabil-
ities and institutional risk factors. It further considers the signifi-
cance of death-investigation systems and third-party oversight in
cases of custodial death. The paper argues that, in the absence of
such verification mechanisms, the current framework does not pro-
vide a sufficient basis for evaluating the validity of execution-date

notification.
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